BEST SLES 


A BI-WEEKLY REVIEW SERVICE 


Published by the Library, University of Scranton, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania. Subscription Price, §,2,00; 
Single copies ten cents. 


Eugene P. Willging Austin J. App,’ Ph. D. 
Editor Leonard N, Woif, Ph.D. 
A: sociate Editors 


—< -—— | 


Vol. 1 No. 19 December 10, 1941 


This service is intended solely for 
persons responsible for book selection and 
resding guidance and is not to be issued for 
public use. 


BOOK GF THE MONTH-DECHIIBZR SELECTION 

Joint selection with STORM by 
Georze Stewart-reviewed on page 159 
in this issue. 


Hayakawa, S.I. Languare In Action. Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1941. 
2450. $2.00 


This book has been rightly advertized as a "Guide to Accurate Think- 
ine". It is also a very readable and interesting cuide. The author 

is Canadian-born Japanese, now an American, who holds his doctorate 
from the University of Wisconsin and is assistant professor of English 
at the Illinois Institute of Technology. 


The book contains fifteen chapter: , which cannot well be summarized. 

It stresses that words are merely symbols, not to be confused with the 
things themselves. One should always in speaking and readine distins» 
uish between a report, an inference, and a judement. To sav that ten 
senators voted against 46 declarrztion of war is verifiable report, to 
sey that they disliked the administration is an inference, and to call 
them a "band of wiliul men" is a judement reflecting the speaker's 
feelings rather than the facts. The author ceutions us about purr- 
words towards things we like inordinately send arainst snarl-words, such 
as radicals, fifth columnists towerds things we do not like. 


He points out the difference between the informative remark that ther 
are forty-eirht states in the union and the directive one that this is 
the greatest country in the world. Directive language can cause much 
trouble because it cannot be vroven, yet arouses the emotions. Every 
Side in a war can call itself the noblest or most just or most civil- 
ized. He points out why certain acts like marriage should be surround- 
ed by a formal ritual laneuage to impress neopie with the importance 
of their acts, whv sometimes in sermons e solemn oratorical delivery 





end construction are desirable. He empasizes constantly the importance 
of distinguishing “levels of abstraction." To sey that one of our 
ships was sunk is on a low and factual level of abstraction and quite 
different from the high abstraction, derived from the sinking of a 
shiv, that a nation has attacked the United States. 


He has some especially good pages on the two-valued end multi-valued 
orientation. Because the opposite of hot is’ cold, veonle forvet that 
there is aiso a tepid. To call everything sood, Aryan, and everything 
bad, Jewish, as Hitler does, or evervthing rood, American, end every- 
thing bad, foreign, as some hundred vercent Americans tend to do, is 
such a twopvalued orientation. It promotes the combative svirit. It 
grows in times of war when neme-calling is easily substituted for 
argument. 


There is a fine selected bibliorrsephy, a good index, end 39 pages of 
verv pertinent selections from Mark Twain, Holmes, and Thurman W,. 
Arnold. 


Though the book would ap»yecar to deal with a hard end abstruse subject, 
the author talks so well with exemples and illustrations and analogie 
such as, "We cannot attempt to cross © river on « bridge that is yete- 
to-be without falling into the water-" (c.174), that it is surprising- 
ly easy to read. It is scientifically sound. 


It is a book one feels every preacher, public sneaker, writer should 
read &f a matter of duty, and everybody else ought to read cs a favor 
to himself. People of college caliber and pricht high school punils 
ought to be able to profit from it and to enjoy it. 


2k 2 OK A 
SCIENTIFIC BOCK CLU3-OCTORBER SHLECTION 


Carson, Rachel L. Under the Ses-Wind. A Naturalist's Picture of 
Ocean Life Simon and Schuster, 1941. 3lkp. £3.60 


Under the Sea-Wind is a description of the sea end its life written 
With all the accuracy of a scientist snd with all the restrainedly 
fervid lyricism of a naturalist who aporeciatess and wonders at the 
meaning and signigicance, the beauty end orderliness, the mystery end 
oddness of the natural phenomena of livine oreanisms. The author wrote 
the book not only to make the life of the sea a vivid reality to othe- 
ers but also out of the conviction that it is well worth knowing and 
in this the revicwer agrees heartily. Not only do the animals and 
plents of the sea function comvlctely in their own existence but in 
eddition they are bound with humenity in the formation of 4 “web of 
life" so important in its practical ap>licetions end so little under- 
stood by the vast majority. One aspect of this “web of life" is ex- 
tremely well handled in the book when the suthor shows the exact dove- 
tailing of one type of life into the food habits of another in «a pro- 
gression from the lowest to the hirhest forms 


Miss Cerson realizes quite neturelly thet no single animel can be used 
to portray ell the environoments end all the aspects of the ser and so 
Quite inevitably mekes the brooding, restless, surging sverchanging 
8es itself her central charscter. In presenting see-life as a unit 

She discusses it from three aspects, the shore, the open see end the 
See bottom with animals aporopriste to esch es centrel charecters. 
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In the first portion she writes of shore birds, their habits end their 
hebits and their migrations with a fascinating excursion sway from 

the seas and into the Arctic tundra. As animals themselves have two 
mejor functions, that of remeining alive themselves and thet of pro- 
pegating the species she quite logically considers them from that 
viewpoint. Food,’ escape from predators, brevding end nesting habits 
end development of the young are her major points. 


In the second section Miss Carson writes of the lifc of the open sea, 
its surface and the upper levels near end fer from the shore. She 
tells her story by telling the story of Scombsr, the mackerel, from 
his first inception throughout the entire life history. This is by 

far the most interesting snd best written portion of the book. We not 
only sce the entire life historv of an individuel snimal but every 
interrelating force whether physicsl-.or orgrniec is clearly shown and 
the entire conczpt of the "web-of-life" is clesrly delinested. In the 
third end final portion of the book Anguilla, the eel, is used to por- 
tray the life in rivers, river-mouths, the continental shelf, the con- 
tinent1 slones and the abvsses of the deen. Here especizrlly is 
brought out the pnrrtislly solved mystery of some instinct-like force 
which cnrries certoin sanimrls on periodic long migrations into en en- 
tirely different type of environoment for bre.odine, 


The reviewer has only one objection to the entire book snd that one a 
metter of omission rather than commission. Miss Cerson confines her- 
self elmost entirely to fish and birds with only incidentel mention 

of the much mor: sbundsnt invertebrats life which we mev hope will 
give empls scope for the production of 2 compenion volume. Otherwise 
the book is extremely recdeoble «nd mnegss to terch a great deel of 
importent biology without losing its reader frscinstion. To be com- 
mended sre its ececurscy, the fluency of its descriptions, the omission 
of erudite terminology end the inclusion of illustretions snd of «2 
glossary which does not stow at definitions but which includes work- 
able descriptions of the enimeal or tsurm. The book is highly recommend- 
ed for 2ll age ond reeder levels. 
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Nathan, Robert. Tapiola's Brave Regiment. Alfred A. Knopf, 1941. 


137p. $1.75 


Like the famous Ferdinand the Bull, this is a delightful animal fable 
of a Yorkshire terrier and his friends, all bent on war, near Central 
Park, New York. The illustrations sdd to the story. 


Tapiola, the terrier, is getting old and feels more and more that 
things are wrong with the world. Henry the pigeon, and Otto the squir- 
rel, and Richard the Canary all have different explanations. After a 
dream in which a black dog shook his les, Tapiole is convinced thet 
there is danger and one ought not to run away from it. He develops the 
ides of raising a reziment against tris danger, which he finally vis- 
ualizes as ferocious aurochs. Nobody has seen them but the defense 
progrem and the regiment get under way against then. When Jeremiah 
gets his innocent and brave youne nephew Micah to enlist too. To the 
tune of The Stars and Stripes Forever, with Tapiola, commander, and 
Micah, the young recruit, pulling the supply cart, the regiment moves 
into into battle territory. For seversl nights they camp, unknown to 
them, near a zoo, during which nothing hanvvens except that old Jere- 
Miah manages to have a secret tryst with Micah's eicl-friend, Amy the 
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mouse. But at last there is great alarm, when a black bear has inno- 
cently wandered from the zoo. Directly Taviola and Jeremiah dispatch 
Micah, on the ground, and Henry, in the air, to join with the foe. 
They do. After several piteous screams from Micah, Tanviola and Jere- 
miah cautiously approach the scene of battle. They are happy to see 
that the enemy has already left. Micah is mortally wounded. They com- 
mend him for his great victory and make his death hanvy by dubbing him 
a corporal. They celebrate the‘r victory and disband. "The war is o- 
ver; and the aurochs have retired into the mists of history." When 
they see no fruits from the victory they console themselves, savine, 
“Had the aurochs succeeded, there would be nothing but cabbages in the 


world." (p.136) 


This book is first of all suitable for juveniles. These will enjoy it, 
one would imagine, and as with Gulliver's Travels, they will not no- 
tice the charming but pointed satire on war-moncering. It is a thor- 
oughly enjoyable book tor youn’ and old and is to be highly recommend- 
ed for everybody. 
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Wolfe, Thomas. The Hills Beyond. Harper and Bros., 1941. 386p. 


$2250 paneer rts " 


This is a grour of short stories and sketches, culled and edited by 
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Edward C. Aswell from the great mass of MSS. left at Wolfe's death. A 
presented here there is little cohesion except in the series called 
"The Hills Beyond", a srouv of ten chapters, in which appears a contin- 
uous chronological order and presentation of the history of the Joyner 
family, ancestors of George Webber, centrel charecter of The Web and 


the Rock. 


Yet when one reads Vir. Aswell's “Note On Thomas Wolfe" at the end of 
the volume one realizes that each of these pieces was to have its ul- 
timate plece in Wolfe’s great "book", the complete record of life as 
the author ssw it, ana that he discusses the ancestors of George Webber 
not merely for reasons of physical heredity but to introduce the le- 
gends and knowledge, the intellectual heritage, passed on as well. The 
reviewer believes it would have been bet er to place Aswell'ts "Note" 

at the beginning of the volume. 


About the individual stories there is little to sav. "The Lost Boy” is 
a nostalgic attempt to visit old scenes which results in the discovery 
"that lost magic would not come again.” "Chickamauga" is a detailed 
description of a famous battle; "Return of the Prodigal" describes the 
return of a writer to his netive city, an interesting niece of satire, 
as is the "Portrait of a Literary Critic." The series of ten chapters 
in the second half entitled "The Hills Beyond" is somewhat choppy and 
incomplete. There are occasional obscene stories, e.g. on p. 222, and 
passim, obviously used to delineate Zack Joyner. 


The stvle of these stories will not appeal to younger readers, a suf- 
ficient reason for limiting its use to adults. It contains nothing 
particularly important and could well be left unread unlcss one has 
some deen interest in Wolfe. 
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Blake, William. The Connerheads. Dial Press, 1941. 7hlp. {¢3.00 


The War of the North and the South was fought on a hundred battlefield 
watered with the blood of a million men but in the final analvsis, the 
battle was fought and the victory won in the money marts of New York. 
It was in Wall Street that the punily industriel North received the 
impetus which chaneed it into an arsenal of democracy (capitalistic?) 
and there were laid the foundations (after the destruction of the ag- 
ricultural feudalism of the South) of the canitalistic system so dom- 
inant in our own generation. This is Mr. Blake's thesis in his semi- 
brilliantly written new novel, The Copverheads. With this he combines 
the story of New York during the Civil War, the story of the activiciss 
of Southern sympathizers (Conperheads) in the Nort and the story of 
the incipient growth of Socialism together with the development of the 
working class in America. All these points are woven in with the story 
of the loves of a young German girl: for three totally different men. 


The story begins with Frank Doughty's reactions to the news of South 
Carolina's secession. Frank, a young Wall street employee sensitive, 
volatile and idealistic svore on a tombstone in Trinity churchyard to 
defend the inviolacy of the Union to the end. Through Frank we are in- 
troduced to Maria Meinhardt, a lovely, educated, non-campaignine fen- 
inist with a host of socialistic relatives. Throuznout the entire book 
Maria's truest love was for Frank though in her own wey she was in 
love with three different men during most of the story. Through Maria 
we meet the at first rather shadowy Karl van der Weyde who, until his 
reversal of principle, is the soundest men in the story. Karl is the 
son of a German doctor and himself an iduesiistic socialist. Throughout 
the entire story Karl develops from an overly scrious, inhibited youth 
into a man of sound principle and honest ection until he yields to 
temptation and sacrifices principles for riches. 


Perhaps the central character of the entire book is Jurgen van Rensse- 
laer, only son of a patroon family and the nearest Northern counter- 
part of a "Southern Gentleman.” As a rich, dissolute, conscienceless, 
amoral rake with all the wit, culture and savoir-faire of the ruling 
class he moves through the story with only cns aim in view. That ane i 
the personal aggrandizement of Jurgen and the sstistection of lusts for 
power, for beauty and for sex. Jurgen meets Marie sccidentally at a 
dance hall and becomes so enamored of her that he vows to have her for 
his own even going to the lengths of aa et | marrisaze later in the 
book. Jurgen holds a strange personal fascination for Maria and al- 
though she never seriously considers marriage Shs doves accept him as 

&@ lover at various times throughout ths story. The chief barrier be- 
twecn them is Maria's love for the working class for whose welfers 
frecdom and the Union must be kept inviolate. Jur7szn on the other hend 
is sympathetic to the Southern fcudel culture but is really swayed by 
money to be made in selling the Union short. As the story opens Jurecn 
is engaged in a protracted affair with his "panther," Betty Carstairs, 
who buys his sexual power with her money. He suce2z2ds however, in rid- 
ding himself of the Carstairs in order to b2 free to pursue Maria. 


The first activities of the Copperheads are concsrned with the elec- 
tions in which they hope to crinvle Lincoln's power bv removing hin 
from the White House. Jurgen is actively engsced in this campaign and 
when it fails turns his attentions to the fomentinge cf revolution. His 
schemes culminate in the bloody Draft Riots of New York which ere re- 
ally an organized rebellion desiened to sever New York from the Union 
so that the city can act ss » clearinchous= for Southern trade and its 





financiers gain a monetary monopoly over the entire country. The riots 
are put down after bloody fichting and that plan is ruined. Jurgen 
then sets out to make every cent possible out of the war with stock 
maninulation and through commercial dealings exploiting both sides as 
the opportunity offers. In the meantime both Kar] and Frank have en- 
listed snd gone to war. Maria gives Frank the traditionsl departure 
eift of all lovers in order to more surely hold him and as a result 
carries his baby under her heart. With Jurrent s aid she decides On an 
abortion at the house of the infamous Medame Restell. Jurzven takes her 
there just es the riots are breaking out and shortlv after he lesves 
the mob attecks the place wreckine it and beatine the inmates. Maria 
escapes, the excitement brings on an abortion but the whole affsir is 
covered up by a friendly doctor. 


Karl to that of Captain. Both are sent into the pionase service, 
Frank ss sn agent in enemy territorv and Karl ‘ounteresvionage 
acent in New York City. Frank is later courtmart: when he attempts 
to third-deerree van Rensselaer into a confession «& Kari is seriously 
wounded and barely escanes with his lite when ne encounters Jurgen in 
the midst of the riots. Maria meenwhile, iss been active in nursing 
end cuxiliary orgunizations which sx hor heeltu taroughout the entire 
ar. After his disgrece Frank is sent t> 3nelend to toil Southern 
plots and succeeds in obtaining evidence whicn forces the English gov- 
ernment to forsake its friendship with the South. After this he is 
sent to the South snd mid-West to cone wath Velilsndigham's Sons of Lib- 
erty, @ co»vserhead organization which «ttenpted to snlit the Northwest 
away from the Union and thus force peace wii tho out justice or victory. 


Frank Doughty throuch brilliant service rises tc the rank of Major and 
t 


As the war ends Frank is on active duty end hes just been wounded in 
the head. Maria who has seen him only . helf-dozcen times in three 
years, marries him just before he is sent on © last short mission to 
pecify recalcitrant Tex's rebels. Cn this mission Frenk is kidnapped 
and taken to Mexico. A blow on the head hes caused emnesis ond he re- 
meins in Mexico for severel yerrs «s a Tir. Dickens. When Frank cannot 
be found Marie presumes thet he is dead «nd merries Kerl in sserch of 
security but not becnuse of love. Fronk suddenly recovers his memory 
and searches for Maria but when he finds her marrizd to Karl refuses 
to meke his presence known end they meet only ct his deathbed. Jurgen 
at wer's end invents the Menhatten cocktsil to celebrste Union victory 
end his own finencial spoils but feering detection as « Southern agent 
riees to France where he eventurlly dies. As the story ends in 1933, 
Meria, blind at the »ge of ninety, dies with her grenaichildren arcund 
her ond her mind with Frank beck in the Civil Wer yeers. 


The origins] sims of the book are sood but unfort unately Mr. Blake hrs 
evolved a prir of cheracters in Jursen ond Maris which ere in mony wevs 
objectionsble. Jureen is utterly amoral yet is successful in every 
quest save that of Maria end even there he sttnined ~erticl success. 
Maria with ell her edvenced socisl thinking is un-bl2 to control her 
loves for three different men but nesds must give wev on several oc- 
cesions. In eddition much of the subject mtter is of © neture not 
suited for the cenersl rander. There is 3 erert desl of vague irrelieg- 
lousness torether with one or two minor incidents which cre definitely 
enti-Cetholic. The most sdvsnceed views in the dook sre definitely m-*- 
terislistic socialism. The descriptions of politic: 1 trickery, of cop- 
perheed activities -nd of the sttitude of the peorvle toward the Civil 
Wer are excellently done ond tre recommended for those engaged in + 





study of the history and political aspects of that period, Otherwise 
the book is not recommended. 


2K 2K KOK OK 
READERS CLUB-NOVEMBER SHLICTICN 


Lewis, Lloyd. Myths After Lincoln. Readers Club, 1°41. 7p. £1.50 
Readers Club selections are 1.50 per single corv; $12.00 ¢ year for 


twelve books, by subscription. 

This book, as the title indicates, is a story of Abraham Lincoln. The 
tale, for such it is, dissects the iegsends surrounding "Honest Abe" 
and endesvors to clear uv the "holier ee thou" sat-itude that has 
been inflicted upon the personelity of our Civil Wer president. The 
reader should be informed that there is atkins new in this work. Hr. 
Lewis has written a lively, entertaining and readable book that the 
average reader will enjov. The professionel historien, however, will 
not pick up any new facts on Abraham Lincoln or his ccntemporaries. 
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The character of John Wiikes Booth and hi li-assorted band of hire- 
lings are given emple portreyal by Mr. Lewi From the moment Rooth 
oi appears in a stage role down t is assassination in a barn the 
ader is held snellbound by the rcttagel Ss ription. As s matter of 
“sap this reviewer wes not quite sure the subject of the book 


was Lincoln or Booth. 


the family tra- 
the greetest actor 
_Booth continued to 
Shakesvearean roles. 


John Wilkes Booth at the age 
dition of acting. John Wilkes believ 
of all. Laughed at in his first 

render histronic snd ecrobetic interr 
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Booth gathered sround him Lewis Powel Georg i Atzeredt, Devid Herold, 


Samuel Arnold, Michuel O'Lcughlin and Georre “Spsneler. Meeting in Mrs 
Mary Surratts Weshington boarding house they plotte 2d the death of Lin- 
coln. The trial of the conspirstcocrs } 

tures e confused and muddied ege. Mrs. irre vent to the gsllows for 
the sole reeson that her boarding house w: = were place for Booth. 
Dr. Damuel Mudd wes sent to Shark Island for rend2rine medicel essis- 
tance to Booth. 


Lfter the assassination of Lincoln we read of his funeral procession, 
the attempt to steal his body end finelly the cleims tht have arisen 
to haunt the neme of Lincoln. All make en interesting end highly com- 
mendable tale. 


ere 2 
Bonner, Cherles. Angel Casey. Alfred A. Knopf, 1941. 3lip. $2.5C 


Angel Casey is a semi-psychological love storv in which a men whose 
oe, 

faith in human nature has been lost end 2 woman whose major need is ne- 
tursl function are the two chief elements. The time is contemporery 

and the scene a complacent English-modelled Connecticut village. 


Angel Leland is the deughter of a wealthv ae Angeles clubwoman whose 
absorption in social and church work leaves little time for th> rear- 
ing of her own daushter. Most of Anzel's early environment is shaped 
by Concha, the family's Mexican servent, end the child develo-s into 
an entirely naturalistic individual. At. sixteen Angel falis in love 
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with Jose Agramonte but complications are everted when she is sent to 
Miss Tait's finishing school in New York. Through her cousin, Helen 
Manning, she meets Denis Casey, a fascinating but irresponsible young 
Columbia student. th a few stolen dates both Angel and Denis lesve 
school and marry. They are in love and happy except that Denis’ job 
keeps him eway from Angel and overexercises his alcoholic canvacity. In 
addition, Denis is opposed to children until he can support them an 
when, in the naturel course of events, one arrives he is pettishly fu- 
rious with Angel. Though that rift is smoothed over Angel still doses 
not achieve the full family life to which she aspires. Jose comes to 
New York and Anrel invites him to dinner to meet her husband and her 
baby son. As usual, Denis is lnste and when he does arrive, is cefinite- 
ly intoxicated. In a bit of drunken buffoonery he falls, strikes his 
head on an andiron and dics. The whole arfsir blov Ban into quite a 
newspaper scandal althouch all parties were guite innocent from that 
aspect. 


After Denis' death Angel is drawn quite close to his fathe 

a semi-invalid, but gradually loses her own vitality and none 

since she can no longer function fully as a “oman. During t this 

she aquires the solemn and premeturely mentelilr adoveloped 

ter of a Hunzsrian charwomen. After her complete Fogvaty she 

1se@ for sex more urgently and finally succumbs to the temptat 

an assignation with Jose from which however, she recoils at the 
moment. After this episode she and her father-in-law, Joe Casey, 
their resources and go to Castle Csseyv in Bridevfisld, Connecticut, 
the benefit of the children. Cestle Casev is a Racha re oz an Irish 
cestie which Joe Casey head built yeorers vefore the profits of a 
contractor's business, H: rer meant it to be § ; of raiety for 
ecuntryside as a recomp he cruelty pos oud in like castle 


in Ireland but the s sli of the cormunity }! oz2n him out so 
that the castie inv ers untenanted. 


At the same time John Wyck 4 10th sturned to Bridgefield frox 
Europe. She had been the wife cf an Italien noblemen but was returning 
tc America to escave the current Hurorsan cco sion. John had fouzht 
for democrecy in Spain and Finland but 148 deels had been shattered 
and his nervous system wrecked to the ext that envy sudden noise 
wouid induce temporery blindness, The fear -* his send his shattered 
faith developed a psychosis of cyn.eal ity with rezerd tc human sincer- 
ity and a distinct antisocial attitude. John is blinded while riding 

in e thunderstorn end cuts his hend eeainst a tree. Angel ministers to 
him but a clothes chaneing scene sets ur sucn a situation that John 
leaves in a rege and without thenxs. Tas next dsy he ceils with his 
mother and some friends and Joe Casey immediately ccneegives the inspir- 
ation of e ball to which the whole countryside will be tuvited, In the 
meantime John and Angel become friendly, initiated by a crisis in which 
Cesey, Jr., swallows s bottle of epledrin and Anvsl calls John for as- 
sistance, fails in love sand Aneel freely offers herself but John sus- 
piciously declines. The ball is a social failure. Joe Casey drinkine 
his woes away tells the people what he thinks of them ending up by ex- 
ploding a giant firecracker which sgain blinds John. 

Jose was a guest at the ball and remained after the fiasco. He press2s 
his love for Ang2l and John finds them several times under compromising 
circumstances. Being jealous John would not return but instead offered 
his services to the army as a grenede-tossine instructor. He finslly 
returns, decides thet he reallv loves Ansel but nas been prevented from 
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ry it by his own jealousv. He goes to the castle, finds her with 
cieaims her as his own and in her love loses com npletely the ex- 
sion-induced blindness as the story ends. 


Suverficially, Angel Casey is neither very good nor very bed. A cl = 
examination, however, reveals that the at titude of we me.in charac’ 

is simost entirely pegan. or © viewpoint that 4a woman exists sole 
to function ss complietelyv pe ble with rezard A her naturel 

ers is e definitely pacen although there is no moral cee 
with the soundness of the ts proper pronortion.The objection 
lies in meking this the sole important aim of life, es in an 
entirely naturelistic order. is one of women's major func- 
tions but it is not the “be nll" of life nor could true 
happiness be attained in that hout some hisher goal. In addi- 
tion, the following object age res are found: Denis' insis- 
tence on "Junele-lew" as the iple of life (v.68); the at- 
titude of the author towerd re} pressed by —— and Joe Ca- 
sey *s fol ye Gt is ore 
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On the whole the book is condemned as givine an utterly vagon viewpoint 
on the meaning and significance of life houch one sesrcely feels 
that mature #edults could be affected bv t type of naturslism expvound- 
ed therein. There are, however, no outstan ine qualities which would 
recommend the book even to th ot type of rerder. 


6 > 2 2K 2K 
CLUB-SEPTSMBER SELECTION 


Prokosch, Frederic. The Aziatics- Readers Club, 1941. 371p. §¢1.50C 
Readers Club selections are 41.50 ver single copy; $12.C0O per year for 
tweive books, by team Rar i iy 


As Cari van Doren remarks in the introduction to The Asiatics, "It 
merely tells the imagined story of @ young American who Trinds himself 
in Beirut and makes his zigzag way ecross Asis to the scuthern border 
of China.” It is the story of a hitch-hiker who takes things as they 
are, and although the description is excellent, the things described 
are the incidents of a declining world and a degenerate mankind, 


The story is one diificult of ane $s, It contains es background a 
foreshadowing of things to come, the imnlications of world catastrophe, 
Whether in a Turkish prison or en ing the hospitality of a Maharajah 
of Badrapur, our treveler finds man funds menteaily the same, tired, sen- 
Sual, and deceitful. Man in the Western worldis enveged in a futile 
striving for happiness, while "a true Asiatic never very hapny....He 
has siven up hope in life." (p.147) Throughout the book there is a 
curious mixture of life and death; death has crept into life, the en- 
tire issue of time seems to be a troublesome one for the author. Some- 
how throughout the book, there is the gencral idea that man is throuch. 
The trouble with the world is not an eastern or a western problem but 

a problem of man, grown old, no lonser desiring reeson, falling back 

on instinct, and at the end darkness. Asia brvathes it, his essociates 
telk it, but the story leaves our wayfarer in Chine, still happy, stili 
horeful. 
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The book impresses one by the beauty of expression and description, 
leaves one with the feeling that it is too bad that scrdid details 
must be so consistently and descriptively recounted. His characters 
have m immoral outlook on life, (pp. 19, 23, 29, 20, 166) many paves 
are frankly suzgestive (op. 198,296). Conditions may be as he finds 
them; there may be no truly materialistic solution. The “religion"™ he 
describes eat intervals offers none, it is but an escape for those who 
have had their "fill"of the world, "but the existence of a solution 
other than a natural one, is not considered, and despite the numerous 
profound discussions the mention of God finds our traveler evading the 
question. 


Desnite the beauty of writins, I hesitate to recommend this book 
these reasons, 
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BOOK OF THE MONTH-DEC#MBER GELYNCTION 


Joint selection with Hayakewa's Language in 
Action, reviewed on pv.150-1 of this issue. 


Stewart, George R. Storm. Rendom House, Nov. 20, 1941. 350p. 


We have had many combinations of fact and fiction as in historical 
novels andnovelized bdiorrarhies; Storm is the first of a new type 
blendine the facts of nhysicsl science, metsorology and economic 
geography in particuler, with everyday lite. It is fortunate that 

his first attempt vas mede bv so neainstaking an author. George 
R. Stewart, Associate Professor of @nelisi at the University of 
Californie, shows that he has devoted many years to the assimila- 
tion (not mere gathering) of facts end their presentation in a 
style that is almost flawless and as dremetic and exciting as a 
detective story. Incidenteallv, this reviewer has no more than 
ordinary interest in and knowledze of science. 


Maria is the central character. Maria is the storm, “born irom 
the contact of northern and southern air", “as from the union of 
two onposite sern cells begins a life". At San Francisco, far 
from her birthrlace in Japan, the J.M. (Junior Ieteorologist) 
notes her birth, christens her end records her development on his 
wooed From shivs at sea end island observation ~osts he learns 
of her size anc character. By the second day Maria was © hesithy 
infent wno had traveled 1,0CC miles in t' entv-four hours. 


The scene shifts to California. We so behind our incustrial and 
economic iront staee and view the sture technicians: theie is 

the Highway Superintendent in cherre of U.S.40; the Load Dispatcher 
(who is the Lord Dispatcher to his subordinates), whose duty it 

is to see that the flow of electricity remains constent; the General 
Manager of the railroad; the si — Service Officer st the airpcrt; 
the District Traffic Superinte dent of the telephone coriveny; 

the General in chergre or eke po ntrol; and, above ail and coor- 
dinatine the story is the Chief of the Yecth2r Burcau. Gredually, 
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we see the daily work sndlives of all types of pe ople, ot Jen the 
restaurant ceshicr who wants to Con her sister in Frisco, of 
the boy shooting with a .22 rifle, ot the seilors on the Byzantion, 
the air vilots, truckmen, televhone and electrical linemen, fruit 
and vercteable srowers, citv business men, traveling salesmen, 
financiers, et al. 


Then comes the crisis. Maria arrives in Celifornia. The storn 
breaks on the sixth day of her life. The effect of Maria on the 
everydey person and on the technicians, the coordinators of 
industrial end sconomic processes, is described clearly, vividly, 

ramstically. We see the effect of a "pyramiding of seciconts 
which managed to overcome the merein of satety which man's in- 
eenuity hed established®™. Telephone end slsctric vires vreek, 
culverts are blocked, rumps fail to work, ell becauss of un- 
predicteble a ccidents. Finelly, Maria passes away and life begins 
its return to normelcy. 


In conclusion, this is an unusually int2restines and valusble book. 

It is a morsalizinge book in a sense becsuse it shows the value ofr 
coordinseted effort, the dspendenee of humans on the efficiency and 
devotion to duty of our technicians; on the othor hand, it depicts 

the evil results of cerelessness snd melicious acts, such as the 
failure to use chains in the mountains despite wernines, the shooting 
et an clectrical switchbdox, etc. On «# strictly nsturel level through- 
out, we see the necessity of man workine with man. Hiehly recommended 
to all readers. 
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